
Kid’s Slot –February 5-11 
 

Power of Love (No greater love) 
 
OVERVIEW: . Love—choosing to treat others the way you want to be 
treated.• Love others because Jesus loves you 
 
Bible Story: Power of Love (No greater love) 
 
PREPARATION: Bibles, construction paper hearts, tub of random 
items 
 
BIBLE STORY & VERSE: John 15:12-13 
 
ICEBREAKER:  

• Ask kids to talk about the people they love. 
o Who do they love? 
o Why do they love those people? 
o How do they show love to those people? 

 
READ: Power of Love (No greater love) 
 
 
LIFE APPLICATION: 

1. What are some things you truly love ALL of the time? 
2. What about people? Are there people who you love all the 

time? Or are there people you like all the time—people who 
don’t really ever get on your nerves?  

3. Who are some people you CHOOSE to love even when you 
don’t feel like it? 

4. Can anyone give an example of when someone has shown 
you genuine love? How did you know it was genuine? How is 
that different from a time when someone might have been 
faking love toward you? Are you willing to share an example 
and how that felt?   

5. Is it “fake” to show love to someone you don’t like? What is 
good or not good about that kind  
of love? 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Hey, everybody. I’m so excited to be with you as we begin a brand 
new month together. This month we are taking a look at love.  
 
Love is choosing to treat others the way you want to be treated. Our 
story today starts toward the end of Jesus’ life—actually the night 
before He died. It was a national holiday called Passover, and Jesus 
was gathered with His disciples to celebrate and share the Passover 
meal together. This meal would have another meaning as well, as 
this would be the last time Jesus would be gathered together with His 
disciples. He had spent over three years with them, and He certainly 
had a lot of important things to share with them before He left them 
on their own. 
 
The Gospel writer John gives us the most detail about what 
happened at the meal and also later that night. John tells us that 
during the meal, Jesus sat with His disciples and taught them many 
things. After the meal ended, Jesus and His friends left the room 
where they were eating, and they began to walk to the garden of 
Gethsemane. As they traveled together, Jesus talked about what it 
means to remain in Him like a branch is connected to a vine. He 
reminded His friends about God’s great love for them, and how their 
response should be to do what God says. 
 
Then Jesus turned their attention from God’s love for them to their 
love for each other. Check this out. (Read directly from John 15:12-
13.) “Here is my command. Love one another, just as I have loved 
you. No one has greater love than the one who gives their life for their 
friends” (NIrV). 
 
Jesus knew that in less than 24 hours, He would lay down His life for 
the world. And Jesus tells His followers that if you’re going to truly 
love others, you have to be prepared to lay your life down as well. 
 
Now, ‘laying your life down’ is a pretty big idea. I’m guessing most of 
us won’t find ourselves in a situation where we will actually have to 
make the choice to give up our life for somebody else. But before we 
quickly move on because we think Jesus’ words don’t apply to us 
except in that extreme situation, it is important for us to see that there 
are other ways that we can lay down our lives for others every single 
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day. 
 
I have three scenarios to share with you. You are going to decide 
which option best demonstrates ‘laying down your life for someone 
else’ like Jesus said. Each group has three signs. Just hold up the one 
that you think is best. You will also want to be prepared to explain why 
you picked the one you did. 
 
Here is our first scenario. You are in the school cafeteria. You love 
lunchtime because you always sit with your friends at the same table 
and get to laugh and hang out. After getting your tray and heading to 
your table, you notice a brand new kid sitting alone at a table. You can 
already hear your friends talking about the new kid in a way that is not 
very nice. What does it mean to lay down your life in this situation? 
 

a. Say “hi” to the new person, ask their name, and then leave to go 
sit with your friends. 
b. Throw a pudding cup onto their tray as you quickly walk by to 
your normal table. 
c. Tell your friends to stop, grab a seat across from the new kid, 
and introduce yourself. 

 
Which do you think is best? Okay, great. Looks like a lot of you chose 
C and I think that is the best choice too. Let me ask you this: Why 
would we say this is laying down your life? What might it cost you if 
you actually did this? 
 
Definitely. Maybe your friends might start making fun of you. Maybe 
they will give your normal seat to somebody else because you moved 
tables. Who knows? But that’s a way you can lay down your life for 
somebody else. Okay, let’s go to our second scenario. 
 
Your parents are doing a big remodel in your house to try and make 
another bedroom because your family is quickly running out of space. 
They have decided to do a lot of the work themselves to save money 
because it can get pretty expensive. There is a lot of work to do, and 
they could use as much help as possible. What does it mean to lay 
your life down in this scenario? 
 

a. Take your video games down to the basement so that you can 
play them without having to hear all the hammering. 
b. Lock your bedroom door and refuse to let anybody do anything 

to it. 
c. Hand your dad a pile of nails and say, “Good luck.” 

 
Which of these would you say is laying your life down for somebody 
else?  
 
Since there are no good options, there will probably be resistance. 
Let the tension build. After a few minutes, interrupt their 
conversations. 
 
What’s the problem? You guys seem to be struggling a bit on this 
one. 
 
Let kids respond. Somebody will probably point out that none of these 
options are good ones. If nobody says this, prompt them with: “Do 
you think these were good options?” 
 
I agree with you; none of those options were very good. They all were 
actually quite selfish. In that scenario, laying your life down might look 
like giving up your Saturday plans to hammer in some nails or help 
paint. Maybe it is coming home after school to hold boards instead of 
going to a friend’s house. Okay, that was a tough one. Let’s move on 
to our last scenario. 
 
You have been saving up for months to buy something. Maybe a 
video game, a ticket to an amusement park, a pet—something big. 
Change from under the couch cushions, birthday money, and extra 
money you get—all saved. Then you find out that your best friend’s 
family is going through a difficult time. Your friend’s dad lost his job 
and they have some bills that they don’t know how they are going to 
pay. Your friend is quite down and discouraged. What does it mean to 
lay down your life in this scenario? 
 
Well, that is strange. It looks like this scenario doesn’t have any 
choices. I guess we will have to leave it up to you. As a group, talk 
about what it might mean to lay down your life in this scenario.  
 
Wow. I tell you what; those were some great ways to lay down your 
life. Your friend is lucky to have a friend like you! 
 
You know, sometimes the way to lay down our life for others can be 
pretty obvious. It is just about doing what we know we should do. But 



other times it can be tricky or hard to figure out exactly what we can 
do. In those situations, we can remember Jesus’ words that we read at 
the beginning (read directly from John 15:12-13): “Here is my 
command. Love one another, just as I have loved you. No one has 
greater love than the one who gives their life for their friends” (NIrV). 
 
And when we remember those words, we can ask ourselves: ‘How 
has God loved me? And what does it mean now to lay my life down?’ I 
think you will be amazed at how God can show you what you need to 
do. After all, we are called to do what Jesus has done for us. 
 
It’s like our Bottom Line for today says: [Bottom Line] Love others 
because Jesus loves you.  
Let’s pray: “Dear God, it can be really easy for us to want to look out 
for ourselves all the time and make sure that we have the best life we 
can. But there are times when we see the needs of other people 
around us and know that we should do something about it. In those 
times, God, please show us what it means to lay down our lives and 
put others first. Thank You for loving us. Please help us to love others 
well too. We love You and we ask these things in Jesus’ name, amen.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

RETURN:  
 
Return to the Life Group and have the kids share their Bible 
Verses or Craft Activity. The children then join in the prayer 
and fellowship time. Or, you could watch one of the many, 
many awesome kids’ videos available to you on 
www.rightnowmedia.org – it’s free! 
 

Heart Verse (memory verse activity) 
What You Need: Bibles, construction paper heart 
 
What You Do: 

• Help kids look up 1 John 4:10. 
• Read the verse aloud while kids follow along in their Bibles. 
• Then tell kids you’ll be reading it several more times. When 

you hold up the heart on the words “love” or “loved,” kids 
should say the word and make a heart shape with their 
fingers or arms.  

• If you have some good readers in your group, you can let 
them read the verse and hold up the heart while the others 
make the heart shape.  

 
What You Say: 
“God loved us SO much that He sent His Son, Jesus, to earth so 
that He could show us how to live, and then He died for our sins. 
That’s some great love, isn’t it? Jesus was willing to die for us 
because He loves us so much. Since He loves us so much, we 
should love others too, and show them His love. [Bottom Line] 
Love others because Jesus loves you.” 
 
 
 

I Love It Because . . . 
 
What You Need: Container of random items 
 
What You Do: 

• Guide kids to sit in a circle and give the container to one kid. 
• Tell that kid to pull out an item, hold it up, and finish this 

sentence, “I love this [insert name of item] because . . .”  
• Explain that even if they don’t love the item, they should find 

something lovable about it. (For example: “I love this pencil 
because I can draw things with it.” “I love this book because 
it has great pictures in it.” “I love this whisk because it’s 
shiny.”) 

• Continue around the circle until every child has had a turn. 
 
What You Say: 
“So that was kind of silly, wasn’t it? [Insert the names of some of the 
random items] aren’t things we usually LOVE, are they? But just 
think: If we can find something to love about these things that are 
eventually going to be lost or worn out, think about how much more 
important it is to find something to love about the people you 
know—the people who God created and loves! [Transition] Let’s 
go to Large Group and find out more about love.” 
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