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Roadside Assistance (The Good Samaritan) 
 
OVERVIEW: Roadside Assistance (The Good Samaritan) • Love 
others because they matter to God. 
 
PREPARATION: Bibles 
 
BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Luke 10:25-37 
 
ICEBREAKER:  

• Ask kids to talk to about their favorite trip: 
o Do they like the mountains or the beach?  
o Have they ever flow in an airplane? 
o Where would they like to go on vacation?  

 
READ:  Roadside Assistance (The Good Samaritan) 
 
LIFE APPLICATION: 

• In what ways does Jesus’ death break down the barriers 
between people and make  
everyone equal? 

• What words in 1 John 4:10 do you think are the most 
important? Why?  

• When you look back on this past week, did you act like you 
really believe God created everyone equal and loves each of 
us the same? What’s one way you could live that out better this  
next week?  

• How does it make your life different if you show someone love 
who you wouldn’t normally show love to? How does it make 
other person’s life different? Try to be as specific as you can. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Hey, everyone! So good to be here with you. Today we have another 
great story from the Bible. This one is a parable Jesus told that’s 
recorded in the Gospel of Luke. A parable is a story that relates an 
important truth to something familiar in life. Jesus would often wrap 
His messages in a story about things the people knew a lot about, 
like farms or food, so that He could explain things that they didn’t 
know a lot about. The story would stick in their minds, and then they 
could remember Jesus’ point. And sometimes Jesus told parables to 
get people to really think. Before we read this parable, though, I want 
to show you WHY Jesus had to tell it in the  
first place.” 
 
 Now, in the last couple weeks, we’ve seen stories of many people 
who followed Jesus from place to place because they wanted to hear 
Him teach or believed He could heal their sicknesses. Well, not 
everybody believed good things about Jesus. In fact, there were 
some important religious leaders who didn’t like Jesus at all. They 
thought that Jesus wasn’t following God the right way. So these 
religious leaders were trying to trap Jesus—to catch Him saying 
something that they could use against Him to get rid of Him. One of 
the ways they tried to catch Jesus was to trick Him into saying or 
doing something that went against God’s law. Now when we say 
“law,” I don’t mean like speed limits or trespassing signs. We are 
talking about the Law of Moses—God’s very instructions for His 
people that He gave on Mount Sinai and were passed down from 
generation to generation. And for some people, studying God’s saw 
was their full time job! These guys knew it backward and forward. 
 
So check out what happened when one of those law-studiers 
questioned Jesus. (Read directly from Luke 10:25a.) One day, an 
authority on the law stood up to test Jesus (NIrV). Now this was not 
just a curious person coming to learn from Jesus. This was a law 
expert who was coming with the specific purpose of trying to test 
Jesus—to try to catch Him saying the wrong thing. 
   
And here was his question (read directly from Luke 10:25b): What 
must I do to receive eternal life? (NIrV). This may seem like a 
harmless question, but there were a lot of things Jesus could say 
here that could be used against Him. Of course, Jesus’ response was 
a good one (read Luke 10:26): “What is written in the Law?” (NIrV). 
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Jesus pointed the man back to what he claimed to be an expert in—
the law. 
 
The law expert responded by quoting two of the most central 
instructions God ever gave. (Read Luke 10:27.) “Love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul. Love him with all your 
strength and with all your mind.” And, “Love your neighbor as you love 
yourself” (NIrV). 
 
A pretty good response, and Jesus thought so too. Jesus went on to 
tell the expert that if he was able to love God and love his neighbor, he 
would live! But the man had one more question. (Read Luke 10:29.) 
But the man wanted to make himself look good. So he asked Jesus, 
“And who is my neighbor?” (NIrV). 
 
It was in response to the expert’s question—Who is my neighbor?—
that Jesus told this parable. (Read Luke 10:30a.) “A man was going 
down from Jerusalem to Jericho. Robbers attacked him. They stripped 
off his clothes and beat him. Then they went away, leaving him almost 
dead” (NIrV). 
 
This is serious stuff! This guy is in bad shape just lying there on the 
side of the road, hoping someone will help him! (Read Luke 10:31-32.) 
“A priest happened to be going down that same road. When he saw 
the man, he passed by on the other side. A Levite also came by. 
When he saw the man, he passed by on the other side too” (NIrV). 
This is great. In Jesus’ story, the two most respected people—the 
ones who everybody would have thought would get it right—got it 
wrong. They just passed by this hurting man. Not only did they pass 
by, they moved to the other side of the road so that they didn’t even 
come near him! Ouch, right?! 
 
Now, as if Jesus’ story wasn’t shocking enough already, the next part 
would have made the listeners drop their jaws to the floor! Jesus 
introduced a Samaritan into the story. The man who was hurt was 
Jewish, and Jews and Samaritans despised each other! But check this 
out. (Read Luke 10:33.) “But a Samaritan came to the place where the 
man was. When he saw the man, he felt sorry for him” (NIrV). 
 
What? The man’s enemy felt sorry for him?! How can this be? But it 
doesn’t stop there. (Read Luke 10:34-35.) “He went to him, poured 
olive oil and wine on his wounds and bandaged them. Then he put the 

man on his own donkey. He brought him to an inn and took care of 
him. The next day he took out two silver coins. He gave them to the 
owner of the inn. ‘Take care of him,’ he said. ‘When I return, I will pay 
you back for any extra expense you may have’” (NIrV). 
 
This is amazing! Not only did the Samaritan notice the man was hurt, 
but he did everything he could to take care of the man even when 
others simply ignored him. 
 
When Jesus finished telling this parable, He asked (read Luke 10:36): 
“Which of the three do you think was a neighbor to the man who was 
attacked by robbers?” (NIrV). (To audience) How would you answer 
that question? Certainly not the priest or the Levite, who apparently 
had other places to be or more important things to do. 
 
“Then who was it? (Pause for response.) Exactly. It was the 
Samaritan! It was the one who nobody expected. He was the one 
who did what was right. 
 
“The law expert couldn’t even bring himself to say the word 
‘Samaritan’ (read Luke 10:37): The authority on the law replied, “The 
one who felt sorry for him” (NIrV). And Jesus told the man to then go 
and do the same thing that the Samaritan had done. 
 
“In other words, Jesus took the man’s original question—Who is my 
neighbor?—and broadened the definition of who a neighbor is.” 
 
The priest and the Levite walked right past the man. Maybe they 
didn’t know him, so they didn’t want to take the time to stop. Or 
maybe they did know him but didn’t think he was worth their time. 
Maybe he didn’t matter to them. But then the Samaritan came along 
and he stopped. He noticed. And he cared for him. To the Samaritan, 
this man mattered enough to go out of his way. 
 
“Now we don’t know exactly what the Samaritan was thinking, but this 
is something we can know for sure: Everybody matters to God. God 
created every single person, whomever you interact with, on purpose 
and for a reason, and He loves them so much. And if God loves 
them, He expects us to love them too, no matter who they are. 
 
That’s the most important thing for us to remember: Love others 
because they matter to God. It can be difficult to always show love 

Alike and Not Alike (application activity) 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do: 

• Choose one kid. Give the kid a quality and ask the kid to 
sort the group into kids who are like or not like him or her. 



to others. It’s not that we purposely try to treat people badly; it’s just 
that we can sometimes forget that everybody matters to God and that 
they should matter to us too. Kind of like I should have been caring 
more about [Host’s name] than about telling the story. Let’s pray and 
ask God to help us out.” 
 
“Dear God, thank You for the love You have shown to us through Your 
Son, Jesus.  We admit that sometimes it can be hard to love others 
because sometimes we forget how much people matter to You. 
Please give us the strength to love others as we love ourselves. We 
love You and we ask these things in Jesus’ name, amen.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I’m Going on a Trip 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do: 

• Gather kids in a circle.  
• Explain that the group will take turns listing things you could 

take on a trip. The trick is that each thing has to start with 
the next letter of the alphabet.  

• For added difficulty, you can add a category if you wish. In 
the below example the category would be animals. 

• For example:  
o The first person might say, “We are going on a trip 

and we are taking an aardvark.”  
o The next person would add something that starts 

with the letter B. “We are going on a trip and we are 
taking an aardvark and a billy goat.” 

o The next person would add something that starts 
with the letter C. “We’re going on a trip and we’re 
taking an aardvark, a billy goat, and a cat.” 

• Keep going until someone can’t remember the whole list or 
can’t think of something to take.  

 
What You Say: 
“We talked about things we would want to take on a trip. Sometimes 
trips turn out great. Sometimes trips turn out terrible. Today we 
heard about someone who had a terrible trip, but in the end it 
turned out better than he could have hoped.” 
 

RETURN:  
 
Return to the Life Group and have the kids share their Bible 
Verses or Craft Activity. The children then join in the prayer 
and fellowship time. Or, you could watch one of the many, 
many awesome kids’ videos available to you on 
www.rightnowmedia.org – it’s free! 
 

Alike and Not Alike (application activity) 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do: 

• Choose one kid. Give the kid a quality and ask the kid to 
sort the group into kids who are like or not like him or her. 
For example: “You have a shirt with Elsa on it. Sort the 
group into people who are like you because they have 
clothing with a Disney character on it, and people who are 
not like you because they don’t have a Disney character on 
their clothing.” 

• Make sure there are no personal qualities that could be 
sensitive such as weight, race, or disabilities.  

• Some examples include: type of shoes (laces or no laces), 
type of shirt (collar or no collar), color of pants, color of eyes, 
color of hair, wearing socks or not wearing socks, people 
with a certain category of character on their clothing. 

 
What You Say: 
“What if I asked you to sort the people into people who matter to 
God and people who don’t? (Pause for a moment to let that sink in.) 
You couldn’t do it, could you? That is because all of us matter to 
God! When Jesus taught that we should show love to our 
neighbors, He did not mean just people next door to us, or just 
people who are like us, or just the people we actually like and enjoy 
hanging out with. He meant everyone. [Make it Personal] (Share 
about a time someone reached out to help you, even though 
you were different from them.) [Bottom Line] Love others 
because they matter to God.” 
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