
Kid’s Slot –March 12-18 
 

Dude, Where’s My Son? (Lost Son) 
 
OVERVIEW: Dude, Where’s My Son? (Lost Son) • Everyone needs to 
be forgiven, even me. 
 
PREPARATION: Hidden items, list of those items, Index Cards, 
Markers, Bibles 
 
BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Luke 15:11-24 
 
ICEBREAKER:  

• Ask kids to tell you about their homes: 
o What does your house look like? 
o Who lives at your house? 
o Do you have any pets? 
o What’s your favorite part about their home? 
o What’s your least favorite part? 
o What do you like to do at home? 
o Would you rather stay at home or go somewhere else? 

 
READ:  Dude, Where’s My Son? (Lost Son) 
 
LIFE APPLICATION: 

1. How do you think realizing we are sinners and realizing we 
need to be rescued affects our relationship with God? 

2. Why do you think we need to confess our sins to God?  
3. Is it easier to confess some sins than others? Why? What 

might keep someone from confessing their sins?  
4. Over time, how might unconfessed sins affect your life, your 

heart, your relationship with God and others? Is it ever too late 
to confess your sins? Why or why not?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Hello, everyone! To kick off our Bible story this morning, I have a 
question for you. Have you ever wondered how long it would take for 
you to work for your parents to make enough money to buy your 
favorite outfit or video game? I mean really work for your parents, not 
just for an allowance. Or how about this: Have you ever wondered 
how much it would cost for your parents to love you? Crazy question, 
right? Well, Jesus once told a story about two brothers who thought 
their father’s love could be earned or bought.  
 
Jesus wanted to show us what God is like in everything He said and 
did. One of the ways He did this was through the stories that He told. 
In a way, Jesus’ stories were like an Instagram picture. They were a 
snapshot of something God wanted us to know about life and 
following Him. Some of Jesus’ parables pictured God as a 
shepherd—like last week—or as a king or as someone searching for 
a lost coin. Jesus told one story where He gave us a picture of God 
as our Father.  
 
Let’s imagine how Jesus might have told this story in 2017. 
 
There once was a wealthy farmer who had two sons. We’ll call them 
Peyton and Eli. Now, Peyton never failed to do exactly what his father 
asked. He did all he could to make his father proud. Eli, on the other 
hand, the youngest of the two brothers, was much less enthusiastic 
when it came to getting work done.  
 
Eli was a lot less interested in his family and the farm than he was in 
having a good time. And he knew that when his father died, he would 
inherit a huge chunk of his dad’s money and property. He often 
thought about all the parties he could throw and all the cool things he 
could buy. And the more Eli thought about that money, the more it 
consumed him, and the more he WANTED it! 
 
At last, he rushed out to where his father and older brother were 
working. Listen to what he said when He ran up to his father (read 
from Luke 15:12): Father, give my share of the family property (NIrV).  
 
Now that might not sound like a big deal to us, right? But in Jesus’ 
time, a father was not supposed to give his land, money, or 
possessions to his sons until after he died—everything depended on 
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the father’s death. So, when the younger son asked for his share of 
the money and land, he was basically saying, ‘Dad, I wish you were 
dead so I can have all my money.’  
But you know something? Eli’s father cared enough to let Eli make his 
own mistakes and learn his own lessons. So the father divided up 
everything he owned and gave Eli his share of the money. 
 
Eli lost no time in packing up and heading out of town. He soon arrived 
in a foreign city full of colorful markets and even more colorful 
characters. Within days, Eli had gotten a home and bought an entirely 
new wardrobe. He partied every night, wasting all of the money he had 
gained from his father’s inheritance. Eli made dozens of new friends. 
As long as he kept throwing parties, they happily showed up every 
day. Eli thought life couldn’t get any better. But then a terrible famine 
swept over the land. Everyone was running out of food. 
 
Just like that, Eli found himself out of money and super hungry. And 
remember all of those friends? Well, now that Eli didn’t have any 
money, they all left him. So Eli was also totally alone. Work was as 
hard to find as food in the country, but at last Eli found a job taking 
care of pigs. Can you believe it? All the money he had when he left 
home, and now he had to work taking care of pigs. Well, Eli could 
hardly afford food, so he was always hungry. In fact, the scraps he fed 
the pigs started looking pretty good. But no one—not even the people 
he worked for—would give him anything to eat. Eli wanted to eat the 
pigs’ food. That’s how desperate and hungry he was. Eli’s days out in 
the field with the pigs gave him plenty of time to think. Even his 
father’s servants ate like kings, and here he was practically starving to 
death! Carefully, Eli began to make plans to go back home. Eli figured 
his father would be so angry if he came back home—especially 
knowing that he left with so much of his father’s possessions, and he 
would be coming home with nothing. Eli thought his father might fly 
into a rage or send him away. Eli practiced for days what he would 
say. Let’s take a look at what he decided he’d say in Luke 15. Check it 
out. (Read from Luke 15:18-19) Father, I’ve sinned against heaven. 
And I have sinned against you. I am no longer fit to be called your son. 
Make me like one of your hired servants (NIrV).”  
 
The day finally came. Eli got up and went to his father. He was 
ashamed of all he had done, but his only hope for surviving this famine 
was to go home. I’m sure he was preparing to have his father angry 
with him for the rest of his life! But as Eli approached the house from a 

distance, he could see a figure. Within moments, the person rushed 
toward him and began running out to him. As the man grew closer, Eli 
could see . . . 
 
. . . it was his father. Eli froze, unable to believe what he was seeing. 
Should we add that to our Instagram feed too? I don’t think he ever 
expected that! I need someone to show us the frozen expression Eli 
had when he realized his father was running to greet him and 
surprisingly he wasn’t upset! Yes! Eli’s father threw his arms around 
Eli, hugging and kissing him. Eli stepped back, struggling to catch his 
breath. He asked for forgiveness just like he had practiced on the way 
there. He said: Father, I’ve sinned against heaven and against you. I 
am no longer fit to be called your son (Luke 15:21 NIrV). To Eli’s 
amazement, his father ignored these words. Instead, he ordered his 
servants to bring the best robe and put it on Eli. He also told him to 
put a ring on his finger! 
 
That’s right! He put a ring on it to let everyone know Eli was a part of 
the family again. His father didn’t just like him; he LOVED him. He 
gave Eli sandals to put on his feet and told his servants to kill the 
fattest calf they could find for a feast to celebrate Eli coming back 
home. Eli stood speechless as servants buzzed around him. His 
father stood smiling at him and shook his head. He looked at his 
servants and friends and said (read from Luke 15:24): This son of 
mine was dead. And now he is alive again. He was lost. And now he 
is found (NIrV).” 
 
The younger son didn’t realize he was lost at first. When he rebelled 
against his father, he didn’t understand that he already had 
something that was worth way more than money—his father’s love. 
And by asking for his share of the inheritance, the son broke his 
father’s heart. It was only when the younger son had nothing left that 
he finally got it. He needed forgiveness.  
 
The lost son didn’t expect forgiveness from his father. He thought he 
would have to work for it. He didn’t realize he didn’t need to DO 
anything. He only needed to ASK his father for forgiveness—just like 
God forgives anyone who asks. But here’s the thing: You have to ask! 
It might be tempting to think you’ve got it all together and the wrong 
things you’ve done aren’t really THAT bad. But the truth is, every 
single person who has ever lived has messed up and needs 
forgiveness. That’s you. That’s me. It’s everyone we meet. That’s why 



this is the most important thing to remember today: 
 
[Bottom Line] “Everyone needs to be forgiven, even me. Maybe 
you’ve never asked God to forgive you. That’s the first place to start! 
First John says it this way: God is faithful and fair. If we confess our 
sins, he will forgive our sins (1 John 1:9 NIrV). It’s that simple. And it’s 
so important. God loves us and is compassionate to forgive us. All we 
need to do is ask. Ask God each day to show you the mistakes and 
wrong choices you’ve made, and then ask Him to forgive you and to 
give you the courage to ask for forgiveness from those you’ve hurt. 
Let’s pray and thank God for His forgiveness. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Everyone Needs Forgiveness 
 
What You Need: Index cards, markers 
 
What You Do:  

• Hand each kid an index card and put the markers out where 
everyone can reach them. 

• As a group, brainstorm some things that kids their age might 
need forgiveness for (disobeying a parent or teacher, not 
being nice to a friend, being annoying to a sibling on 
purpose, yelling and screaming when they don’t get their 
way). 

• Ask kids to draw a picture of what they might need 
forgiveness for. 

• After they’re finished drawing, gather the group together and 
pray with them. (This is a great time to give a volunteer or 
two the opportunity to pray out loud. The cards the kids drew 
on are great “prayer starters” and can help kids think 
concretely about what to pray for.) 

 
What You Say: 
 
“Last week we asked God to help us forgive others. But our 
story today got me thinking that we could probably use some 
forgiveness too. Let’s pray not only for God to forgive us, but 
that He would help us know what we need to ask forgiveness 
for because [Bottom Line] everyone needs to be forgiven, 
even me.” 
 
 

RETURN:  
 
Return to the Life Group and have the kids share their Bible 
Verses or Craft Activity. The children then join in the prayer 
and fellowship time. Or, you could watch one of the many, 
many awesome kids’ videos available to you on 
www.rightnowmedia.org – it’s free! 
 

Lost List 
What You Need: Hidden items, list of those items 
 
What You Do: 

• Tell kids there are a bunch of random things hidden around 
the room. 

• Read a couple items off the list to and let kids look for those 
items. 

• Check off the found items as you go, making sure the game 
isn’t dominated by just a few kids finding all the items. 

 
What You Say: 
“Sometimes it’s frustrating trying to find things that are lost, like 
when you’re late for school and can’t find you coat. But sometimes 
it’s fun, like when we play these games.  Today we heard about 
someone who loved to find what he lost.” 
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