
Kid’s Slot –March 19-25 
 

Dude, Where’s Your Brother? (Older Brother) 
 
OVERVIEW: Dude, Where’s Your Brother? (Older Brother) • When you don’t 
forgive, you miss out. 
 
PREPARATION: Masking tape, smart phone (optional), small foam ball or 
beanbag, paper, pen or pencil, Bibles 
 
BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Luke 15:21-32 
 
 
ICEBREAKER:  

• Ask kids to tell you about their homes: 
o What does your house look like? 
o Who lives at your house? 
o Do you have any pets? 
o What’s your favorite part about their home? 
o What’s your least favorite part? 
o What do you like to do at home? 
o Would you rather stay at home or go somewhere else? 

 
READ:  Dude, Where’s Your Brother? (Older Brother) 
 
LIFE APPLICATION: 

1. What if a friend says something unkind to you and they never say 
they’re sorry? Do you still forgive them? Can you only forgive 
someone if they ask you to?  

2. Has someone ever forgiven you for something? Has someone ever 
forgiven you when you didn’t even apologize or ask for forgiveness? 
How did that make you feel? Did it make you realize you had done 
something wrong or make you feel like they were trying to tell you 
what you did wrong? 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Hey, friends! I can’t wait to wrap up our story about the younger brother. 
But first we need to review what’s already happened.  
 
Is my volunteer from last week here? Last week we met the younger 
brother of our two brothers. Our younger brother had gone to his dad and 
asked for the money his dad had saved to give to him in the future. This 
was a very disrespectful thing to do. And it probably hurt the dad’s feelings 
very, very much.  
 
The younger brother took his father’s money and traveled around to FAR 
away places. He then wasted that money going to parties and doing things 
that he knew were wrong.  
 
When the younger brother spent all of the money his father had given him, 
he had to take a job feeding pigs. Things got so bad for the younger brother 
that he wished he could eat as well as the pigs he was feeding. That’s when 
he decided to go home and tell his father how he knew he had messed up. 
He was going to ask his dad to take him back as one of his servants!”  
 
This wasn’t a great situation, but the younger son didn’t have a choice, so 
he began his journey home. Do you remember what happened next? Jesus 
says when the younger brother was still a long ways off from home, his 
father saw him walking in the distance. How many of you think the father 
was angry? How many of you think the father wasn’t angry? Well, let’s see 
what happens next. 
 
The father saw the younger son walking toward home, and Jesus says that 
his heart was filled with love for his younger son. He felt sorry for him, and 
he ran out to meet him, hugging him, and forgiving him right away. The son 
tried to apologize, but listen to what the father said (read directly from Luke 
15:22-24): “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe 
and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. . . . Let’s 
have a feast and celebrate. This son of mine was dead. And now he is alive 
again. He was lost. And now he is found’” (NIrV). 
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Not only did the father forgive the younger son, but he also decided to 
throw a huge party to celebrate his return. The father draped the younger 
son in a very fancy robe. He placed a ring on his finger, and new sandals on 
his feet. And then they began to celebrate.  
 
But not everyone was happy about this. While all of this was happening, the 
older brother was out working the fields. When he came home, he saw that 
a party was being thrown for his younger brother’s return. Think about how 
that would make you feel.” 
 
The older brother came in and said, “It’s not faaaaaiiiiiiir. It’s just not fair! 
I’ve stayed home, I’ve worked hard, and I’ve been a good son. Nobody is 
giving ME a robe. Nobody is giving me a RING and SANDALS. And I’ve never 
been thrown ONE PARTY! Brothers are the WORST! They ruin people’s 
doghouses and they get parties when they don’t deserve it! It’s not 
faaaaaiiiiiir!” 
 
Okay, so maybe he didn’t say it quite like that, but the older brother was 
upset! But of course, the father loved him too. He wanted his entire family 
at the party. The father headed over to where the brother was pouting. And 
listen to what he says: “‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me. 
Everything I have is yours. But we had to celebrate and be glad. This brother 
of yours was dead. And now he is alive again. He was lost. And now he is 
found’ (Luke 15:31-32 NIrV). 
 
But even when the father tried to get the older son to come into the party, it 
didn’t seem like he was going to go in and have fun with everyone. He was 
so angry and so upset. He didn’t want to forgive his younger brother and 
most likely missed out on the celebration.” 
 
This was too bad, because the father in our story loved both of his sons very 
much. Just like God loves us all the time, the father loved the son who did 
right AND the son who did wrong. God forgives us all the time—when we act 
like the older brother AND when we act like the younger brother. And 
because of our heavenly Father’s love and forgiveness, we should forgive 
others, too.  
 
 
 
 

“When we don’t forgive and we stay angry with someone, it makes our 
hearts sad. And when that happens, we will eventually miss out on joy and 
peace that come from forgiving others. We miss out on strong relationships 
with our friends. We might even miss out on getting forgiveness when we 
need it, too. That’s why the one thing to remember today is this: [Bottom 
Line] When you don’t forgive, you miss out. “hat’s right. How about we 
pray right now and ask God to help us forgive others when they do 
something that hurts us? Let’s pray together.”  
 
Pray 
“God, sometimes it’s really hard for us to forgive. It’s especially hard when 
something really unfair happens to us. But You forgive us all the time, no 
matter what. And we want to do the same thing. We want to forgive so we 
don’t miss out. We love You and we ask these things in Jesus’ name, amen.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RETURN:  
 
Return to the Life Group and have the kids share their Bible 
Verses or Craft Activity. The children then join in the prayer 
and fellowship time. Or, you could watch one of the many, 
many awesome kids’ videos available to you on 

Odd Man Out! (Musical Chairs) 
What You Need: Masking tape, smart phone (optional) 
 
What You Do: 

• Instruct the kids to sit in a circle on the floor.  
• Quickly place a small piece of tape on the floor behind each 

kid to “mark” their spot, minus one kid. 
• Ask the kids to stand and walk around the circle as you play 

music on your smart phone (or sing or hum a silly song like 
“Row, Row, Row Your Boat”). 
Note: If you choose to use your smart phone to play music, 
choose something instrumental, without lyrics. 

• When the music stops, kids must scramble to sit on a piece 
of tape. Whoever does not find a spot must sit out. 
Note: To avoid kids fighting over spots, make it a rule that if 
anyone pushes anyone else off of a spot, the one who did 
the pushing is the one who’s out. 

• Remove another piece of tape and continue play. Repeat 
until you only have one kid left. 

• Play another round or two, if time allows. 
 
What You Say: 
“If you were too slow in this game, you missed getting a spot and 
you were out of the game! [Transition] In our Bible story today, 
we’ll hear about someone who missed out too. But his missing 
out was a much bigger deal. Let’s go find out what happened.” 
 
 

Memory Verse Toss (memory verse activity) 
What You Need: Bibles, small foam ball or beanbag, paper, pen or 
pencil 
 
What You Do: 

• Gather the kids to sit in a circle. 
• Review Colossians 3:13 together. Repeat the verse several 

times. 
• Write the words of the verse on a piece of paper in large 

block letters and place the page in the center of your small 
group area.  

• Encourage the kids to toss the ball/beanbag from person to 
person in any way they want to, as each kid says the words 
of the verse (one word at a time). Time the kids to see how 
long it takes them to complete the verse, including the 
reference. 

• See if the kids can come up with a way to beat their time on 
the next round. (Hint: It’s faster if they toss the ball around 
the circle, neighbor to neighbor, instead of tossing it across 
the circle.) 

 
What You Say: 
“When it comes to forgiveness, we have a pretty good example to 
follow. We can forgive because God has forgiven us. If we are 
‘holding something against someone’ like the older brother was in 
our Bible story today, then we have to remember that we’ve been 
forgiven first. [Bottom Line] When you don’t forgive, you miss 
out.  
 
 


