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Dude, Where’s Your Forgiveness? (77 Times / Unmerciful 
Servant) 

 
OVERVIEW: Dude, Where’s Your Forgiveness? (77 Times / 
Unmerciful Servant) •  Since God forgave you, you should forgive 
others. 
 
PREPARATION Timer or mobile device (optional), Bibles 
 
BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Matthew 18:21-35 
 
ICEBREAKER:  

• Ask: 
o What is the absolute biggest number you can think of? 
o If someone broke your favorite toy that many times, 

would you let them borrow it again? 
 
READ: Dude, Where’s Your Forgiveness? (77 Times / Unmerciful 

Servant) 
 
LIFE APPLICATION: 

1. How would you feel if you were the first servant and the king 
forgave your enormous debt? What would you think of the king 
if he forgave your debt?  

2. How is the king’s forgiveness similar to God’s gift of 
forgiveness for us? 

3. How did the first servant respond to the king’s gift of 
forgiveness? How do you think the first servant should have 
responded? What does the first servant’s response teach us 
about how we should respond to God’s forgiveness? 

4. What can you do to help yourself forgive when you don’t feel 
like it?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Hey, guys! Our story today is really similar to the other ones we’ve 
heard this month. See, when Jesus wanted to teach a lesson, 
sometimes He told made-up stories to prove His point. And today our 
story is just like that.  
 
Jesus had a lot of close friends when He lived on earth. And one of 
those friends was named Peter. One day, Peter came to Jesus with a 
question. And guess what! We have that question written down for us 
in our Bible. Let’s take a look at it in Matthew 18:21. (Read directly 
from the Bible) Peter came to Jesus. He asked, “Lord, how many 
times should I forgive my brother or sister who sins against me? Up 
to seven times?” (NIrV). 
 
Jesus responded and told Peter: “Not seven times, but 77 times!” 
(Matthew 18:22 NIrV). Then Jesus went on to tell Peter a story. Jesus 
wanted Peter to understand what He meant. Jesus always had a 
great story ready to explain what it meant to follow Him. And this one 
was a good one! 
 
The story Jesus told involved three people: a king, his servant, and 
another servant.  
 
One day, the king decided he wanted to collect all the money his 
servants owed him. There was one servant who owed the king a LOT 
of money. I mean a LOT—like 10,000 bags of gold! That would be 
about 29 MILLION DOLLARS today. So, yeah, a lot of money. So the 
king called this servant to come and see him.  
 
 He asked his servant: ‘Where’s the money you owe me?’  
 
Like I said, the servant owed the king a LOT of money. But there was 
a bit of a problem. Actually it was a HUGE problem. The servant 
didn’t have any money to pay back the king. But the king wanted his 
money back. The king ordered his servants to sell everything the man 
owned and then hire him and his family out to work for the rest of 
their lives until the servant paid him back. 
 
The servant dropped to his knees and cried out: ‘I’m so sorry. I don’t 
have the money! Please be patient with me! Give me more time to 
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pay you back!’  
 
Jesus continued with the story. He said that the king took pity on his 
servant. Not only did he NOT punish him, but the king forgave his debt 
completely, meaning he never had to pay it back! 
 
Wow! Sounds like a happy ending to me! But Jesus wasn’t finished 
with the parable. Jesus says that the servant left the king and went to 
look for his fellow servant. This fellow servant owed HIM some 
money—100 silver coins, to be exact. This was a good amount of 
money, but it was nothing compared to the 10,000 bags of gold he had 
owed to the king. But the first servant wanted it back NOW.  
 
The servant grabbed the other servant and began to choke him, 
demanding him to pay back what he owed! And just like the first 
servant had fallen down on his knees and begged for mercy from the 
king, this second servant did the same thing. He begged for more time 
to pay back the money he owed. 
 
Listen to what he said (read directly from Matthew 18:29): “The other 
servant fell on his knees. ‘Give me time. . . . I’ll pay it back’” (NIrV). 
 
What do you think happened next? Since THIS servant got his HUGE 
debt forgiven, or erased, do you think he forgave THIS servant’s 
debt?” Would you believe that no, the servant who the king forgave 
would NOT forgive his fellow servant? In fact, he had his fellow 
servant thrown in jail.  
 
The first servant had made such a fuss the other servants saw what 
happened. They went and told the king. When the king heard what the 
servant had done to his fellow servant, he was furious. Listen to what 
he told the servant (read Matthew 18:32-33): “Then the master called 
the first servant in. ‘You evil servant,’ he said. ‘I forgave all that you 
owed me because you begged me to. Shouldn’t you have had mercy 
on the other servant just as I had mercy on you?’” (NIrV). 
 
The king was so angry at the first servant for the way he refused to 
forgive that he threw the servant in jail until he could pay back those 
10,000 bags of gold! 
 
Now remember, Jesus told this story to Peter for a reason. When He 
finished up the story, check out what He said to Peter and the rest of 

the disciples. (Open your Bible and read Matthew 18:35) “This is how 
my Father in heaven will treat each of you unless you forgive your 
brother or sister from your heart” (NIrV). 
 
Jesus’ meaning was clear. God has forgiven us of SO much. He 
wants us to forgive others in the same way, even if we have to forgive 
over and over and over.  
 
If we want OUR King—GOD—to forgive us, we should forgive each 
other. And not just one time, but over and over and over again. Now, 
that doesn’t mean we have to be friends with someone who is mean 
to us, but we CAN let go of our hurt and anger by asking God to help 
us forgive that person. It’s like our Bottom Line for today. 
 
[Bottom Line] “Since God forgave you, you should forgive 
others. Now, just because we know we should forgive others, doesn’t 
mean it’s easy to do. But God can give you the strength you need to 
forgive. How about we pray right now and ask God for help? Let’s 
pray together.” 
 
Pray 
“God, thank You for forgiving us not just once, not just twice, but 
however many times we ask for Your forgiveness. Please help us to 
follow Your example by forgiving others. When it’s hard to forgive, 
remind us to ask for Your help. We love You and we ask these things 
in Jesus’ name, amen!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RETURN:  
 
Return to the Life Group and have the kids share their Bible 
Verses or Craft Activity. The children then join in the prayer 
and fellowship time. Or, you could watch one of the many, 
many awesome kids’ videos available to you on 
www.rightnowmedia.org – it’s free! 
 

Count It Up! 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do: 

• Tell kids to find a partner and stand back to back. 
• When you say “FORGIVE,” kids should face their partner 

and show one to five fingers on one hand. The object is to 
be the first kid to add the sum of fingers showing between 
the two partners and say “forgive” for each finger showing.  

• Whoever does it fastest moves to the next round.  
• If necessary, you can have two kids compete and other 

members in the group can count the number of times they 
say “forgive.”  

 
What You Say: 
“In this game, what is the most times anyone had to say ‘forgive’? 
(10 times; 5 fingers showing from each kid) Forgiving someone 10 
times would be a lot of forgiveness! I wonder what the limit is for 
how many times we are to forgive someone.” 
 

Repeat (memory verse activity) 
What You Need: Timer or mobile device (optional) 
 
What You Do: 

• Tell kids to sit in a circle. 
• Tell one kid to say the first word of the memory verse. The 

next kid repeats the first word and adds the next one. The 
next kids repeats the first two words and adds the next one, 
and so on.  

• Continue around the circle with each kid adding one word 
until the entire verse is said.  

• You can time it to see how fast kids can accomplish the 
task. 

 
What You Say: 
“It got tiring repeating the verse over and over, and sometimes 
forgiving someone over and over can be tiring. But remember what 
Jesus told Peter in the beginning of our story today. How many 
times should you forgive? Up to seven times? Jesus said: “I tell you, 
not seven times, but 77 times” (Matthew 18:22 NIrV). What did 
Jesus mean by 77 times? (We should forgive as many times as it 
takes.) God will not stop forgiving you. He will forgive you as many 
times as it takes. God forgives you over and over and [Bottom 
Line] since God forgave you, you should forgive others over 
and over again.” [Make It Personal] (Share with the kids 
something you do to help you to remember that since God 
forgave you, you should forgive others. What reminds you to 
forgive even when it is really hard and you don’t feel like it?) 
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