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A Bottleneck (Peter and Cornelius) 
 

OVERVIEW: A Bottleneck (Peter and Cornelius) - Keep going even 
when the job is bigger than you think. 
 
PREPARATION:   Bibles, Paper for each child, Crayons or 
Pencils 
 
BIBLE STORY & VERSE: • Acts 10 
 
ICEBREAKER:  

o What are some of your favorite types of food?  
 
READ: A Bottleneck (Peter and Cornelius 
 
LIFE APPLICATION:  

1. What are some jobs you started that turned out to be much 
bigger than you thought they would be—something you 
thought would take an hour to finish but it ended up taking 
days? How did this affect your attitude? Were you determined 
to finish or did you feel frustrated? How did that affect how well 
(or not well) you did the job? 

2. What are some reasons we give up on finishing a BIG job?  
3. What are some things we can do to show determination when 

things aren’t going as we planned and the job we started was 
much bigger than we thought? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Last week we talked about a guy named Peter. He showed some 
incredible determination and didn’t give up telling other people about 
Jesus. Well today, we get to continue his story!   
 
Now, you may remember how we talked about the mission that Jesus 
gave Peter and the other disciples. Jesus wanted them to tell 
everyone about Him and why He came to earth: to live a perfect life, 
die for the sins of the world, and make it possible for people to have a 
forever relationship with God. Well, Peter and the other disciples had 
been hard at work doing just that, and the new church was growing 
quickly. But the Jesus followers faced many difficulties. The Jewish 
religious leaders felt threatened by this new teaching, so they 
arrested and even put to death those who followed Jesus. Many 
believers scattered, fleeing Jerusalem to live in other towns and 
cities. But even in their new homes, they shared the Story of Jesus.  
 
Peter traveled to visit some of these believers, encouraging them and 
performing amazing miracles in the name of Jesus. One of these 
times, he stayed in the seaside town of Joppa at the home of a man 
named Simon.  
 
About thirty miles away in the town of Caesarea lived a Roman 
Commander named Cornelius. He was in charge of about 100 
soldiers in the Italian Regiment.  
 
Though Cornelius had not been born a Jew, he and all his family 
believed in God. They gave praise to God and were always willing to 
help those in need. One afternoon, Cornelius took time to talk with 
God. As Cornelius prayed, an angel of God appeared before him in a 
vision. Let’s read what the angel said to Cornelius. 
 
(Open your Bible and read Acts 10:4b-6) “‘Your prayers and gifts to 
poor people are like an offering to God. So he has remembered you. 
Now send men to Joppa. Have them bring back a man named Simon. 
He is also called Peter. He is staying with another Simon, a man who 
works with leather. His house is by the sea’ (NIrV). 
 
As soon as the angel left, Cornelius called for two servants and one 
of his soldiers who also believed in God. He told them the whole story 
and told them to go to Joppa right away.  
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And that’s just what Cornelius did. The three men left immediately and 
neared Joppa around noon the following day.  
 
At the same time, Peter was hungrily waiting on his lunch while he 
talked with God up on the rooftop. Immediately, Peter, also saw a 
vision. It seemed as though heaven opened up, and a large sheet was 
let down from heaven. It was filled with all kinds of animals, birds and 
reptiles. A voice from heaven said, ‘Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.’ 
 
Peter nearly choked in shock. These particular animals were all called 
“unclean” by God’s law. No Jew would eat one of them. “No, Lord! I 
will not!’ Peter said. ‘I have never eaten anything that is not pure and 
“clean.” 
 
The voice from heaven responded. ‘Do not say anything is not pure 
that God has made “clean.” Twice more, the sheet filled with unclean 
animals was lowered—and then taken back up to heaven. Okay, so 
that was a little bit strange, right? But God sure got Peter’s attention 
with that vision! 
 
While Peter was experiencing the vision, the three men from Cornelius 
arrived at the gate of the home. Up on the roof, God’s  Holy Spirit 
spoke to Peter. Listen to what the Spirit told Peter. (Open your Bible 
and read Acts 10:19b-20) ‘Three men are looking for you. Get up and 
go downstairs. Don’t let anything keep you from going with them. I 
have sent them’ (NIrV). 
 
Peter obeyed and went down to greet the men. The men helped him 
understand who Cornelius was and why he had sent them. Peter 
welcomed them inside, and the next morning, all four men set out 
together for Caesarea. Even some of the other believers from Joppa 
joined them.  
 
The following day, the whole group arrived in Caesarea at the home of 
Cornelius. Peter might have hesitated for a moment at the doorstep. 
According to Jewish law, entering the home of a non-Jew would make 
him unclean. But because of the vision that God had given him about 
clean and unclean things, he knew that things were changing. So he 
took a deep breath . . . and stepped inside. There, he found a large 
group gathered and waiting for him.  
 

As a sign of respect, Cornelius fell down at Peter’s feet, but Peter 
made him stand up, Cornelius was so happy to see Peter, and he 
invited Peter in to meet all of his family and friends. 
 
Let’s read what Peter said to the group. (Open your Bible and read 
Acts 10:28-29) ‘You know that it is against our law for a Jew to enter 
a Gentile home. A Jew shouldn’t have any close contact with a 
Gentile. But God has shown me that I should not say anyone is not 
pure and ‘clean.’ So when you sent for me, I came without asking any 
questions. May I ask why you sent for me?’ (NIrV). 
 
Cornelius explained his vision to Peter and thanked him for coming. 
He told Peter that God was there with them and they were ready to 
listen to everything the Lord had commanded Peter to tell them. Peter 
was starting to understand the vision God had given him. He spoke to 
the whole group, sharing what God had revealed. His speech to them 
was incredible and life-changing for everyone who heard. Let’s read it 
directly from the Bible. (Read Acts 10:34-40a, 42-43)  
 

“I now realize how true it is that God 
treats everyone the same,” he 
said. “He accepts people from every 
nation. He accepts anyone who has 
respect for him and does what is 
right. You know the message God sent 
to the people of Israel. It is the good 
news of peace through Jesus Christ. 
He is Lord of all. You know what has 
happened all through the area of 
Judea. It started in Galilee after John 
preached about baptism. You know 
how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth 
with the Holy Spirit and with power. 
Jesus went around doing good. He 
healed all who were under the devil’s 
power. God was with him. “We are 
witnesses of everything he did in the 
land of the Jews and in Jerusalem. 
They killed him by nailing him to a 
cross. But on the third day God raised 
him from the dead. . . . He commanded 
us to preach to the people. He told us 



to tell people that he is the one 
appointed by God to judge the living 
and the dead. All the prophets tell about 
him. They say that all who believe in 
him have their sins forgiven through his 
name” (NIrV). 

 
While Peter was still speaking, God sent His Holy Spirit to everyone 
listening. The Jewish believers who had come with Peter were 
amazed that the Holy Spirit had come to people who weren’t Jews. 
This was a game-changer for sure! 
 
Within a short time, Cornelius and all his friends and family were 
baptized in the name of Jesus. Cornelius begged Peter to stay with 
them longer and teach them more about Jesus. So Peter and his 
friends stayed several days with Cornelius. When Jesus had first 
instructed them to tell the world about Him, they thought He meant 
only the Jewish people. But now it was clear the job was much 
bigger—they were called to share the Story of Jesus with 
EVERYONE. And that mission was just beginning, but they kept 
going. 
 
And you know what? You can keep going too! Just as God sent the 
Holy Spirit to help Jesus’ followers share His story, God has given us 
His Spirit too. When we put our trust in Jesus as our Savior, we 
receive the Holy Spirit, who will guide us and help us keep going. We 
can be a part of the work God is doing in the world, but it’s going to 
take some determination because it’s a really big job! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Leaning Tower of Scripture (memory verse activity) 
What You Need: Building blocks 
 
What You Do: 

• Review the memory verse with your few. 
• Stack a block for each word you say of the memory verse, 

attempting to build a tower. 
• See how much of the verse you can say and how high you 

can stack the tower before it falls down. 
• Repeat the verse while building a new stack. Let kids take 

turns putting the next block on the stack and saying the next 
word. If your kids have started to actually memorize the 
verse, you can “require” them to say the next word before 
getting the privilege of adding the next block. 
 

What You Say: 
“You all got so high as you were saying God’s Word! Did anyone 
else find that the bigger we got, the harder it was to keep going? 
(Pause.) Me too! But way to go on not giving up, even though it was 
a big job! Whether you are building a huge tower with blocks or are 
faced with a something hard test at school, you can [Bottom Line] 
keep going even when the job is bigger than you think.” 
 
 

RETURN:  
 
Return to the Life Group and have the kids share their Bible 
Verses or Craft Activity. The children then join in the prayer 
and fellowship time. Or, you could watch one of the many, 
many awesome kids’ videos available to you on 
www.rightnowmedia.org – it’s free! 
 

How Big Can You Go? 
What You Need: Paper, markers/pencils 
 
What You Do: 

• For round one, kids will secretly draw an object on a piece of 
paper.  

• Collect the drawings and stack them in a pile face down. 
• One by one select a drawing and put the pictures in order 

from big to biggest.  
• Kids draw another object but now the object they select 

needs to be bigger than the biggest object from round one. 
(The drawing itself does not have to be bigger than the 
biggest from round one, but the object “in real life” should 
be.) 
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