
Kid’s Slot –May 7-May 13 
 

The Start (Peter and John Before the Sanhedrin) 
 

OVERVIEW: The Start (Peter and John Before the Sanhedrin) • 

Keep going even when it gets hard. 
 
 

PREPARATION:   Bibles, Copies of the Maze for each child, 
Crayons or Pencils 
 
BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Acts 3–4 
 
ICEBREAKER:  

o What are things you might think are easy to do?  
o What about things that are hard to do?  

 
READ: The Start  
 
LIFE APPLICATION: Read Galatians 6:9  

1. What are some examples of doing good 
2. What does it mean to “not become tired”?  
3. Can anyone think of an example from a book or movie where 

one of the characters refused to give up? 
4. What are some good things that can happen when we finish 

what we started and don’t give up?  
5.  [Make It Personal] (Share about a time you decided it was 

worth it to finish something good you started even though 
it was hard to keep going. What happened when you 
showed determination? Maybe you were helping a friend 
rake their yard and there were A LOT of leaves! But you 
didn’t give up and when you were done your friend was so 
grateful for your help. Or you wanted to be able to run a 5K 
but you got so tired of training. However, you stuck with it 
and you were able to participate in a 5K fundraiser.)  

6. Encourage kids to share about a time they showed 
determination when it was hard and they were tired. What 
happened when they didn’t give up?  

 
 

 
 
 
 
Today was have an amazing story! For several years, Jesus’ closest 
friends had been on a wild ride. They traveled with Jesus, marveling 
at the huge crowds and aMAZing miracles. They witnessed His arrest 
and crucifixion and were thrilled when He rose from the dead. At last, 
Jesus gave them an aMAZing mission: to share God’s Story with 
people across the entire world! This sounded like an impossible job, 
but Jesus promised that He’d send His Holy Spirit to help them.  
 
After Jesus gave them this mission, He was taken back up into 
heaven. His friends were left in Jerusalem . . . to wait. I imagine that 
was a pretty tough time just waiting, wondering when the Holy Spirit, 
that Jesus had promised, would arrive especially since they didn’t 
even know what the Holy Sprit really was or what it would do. 
      
The Holy Spirit arrived and appeared as tongues of fire that rested 
above the heads of the believers. The Spirit gave Peter and John and 
the other disciples an ability to speak in different languages. This 
made it possible for people from all over the world to understand 
God’s Story! Incredible!  
 
This all happened at the time of year when Jews from many countries 
had traveled to Jerusalem for a festival. When they heard the uproar 
from the disciples, a crowd gathered to find out what was happening. 
Peter immediately stood up before them and told them the Story of 
Jesus. He told the crowed they must turn away from their sins and be 
baptized in the name of Jesus and their sins would be forgiven. That 
day, many people—about 3,000—believed and were baptized!  
 
The new believers shared their lives, eating and praising God 
together. Each day, they met in the temple courtyard. One afternoon, 
Peter and John arrived at the temple gate to discover a man who 
couldn’t walk. The man begged the disciples for money. Peter told the 
man that he didn’t have any money, but he offered the man what he 
did have. Peter spoke with confidence, “In the name of Jesus Christ 
of Nazareth, get up and walk.” 
 
And just like that, the man leapt to his feet and took the first steps of 
his life!  He walked. He jumped. He shouted praises to God! 

The Start (Peter and John Before the Sanhedrin) 
Extra Credit (Boy Jesus at the temple) 
Foretweeting (God promises a Savior) 

 
Foretweeting (God promises a Savior) 

 



 
Peter spoke to the gathering crowd. (Open your Bible and read Acts 
3:16) ‘This man whom you see and know was made strong because of 
faith in Jesus’ name. Faith in Jesus has healed him completely. You 
can see it with your own eyes’ (NIrV). 
 
Peter went on to explain how Jesus fulfilled God’s promises. This 
made some people super excited! But others were not excited at all 
that Peter and John were talking about this. In fact, the religious 
leaders circled up, muttering to each other.. 
 
The leaders became so upset, they surrounded Peter and John. They 
arrested them and threw them into jail! Peter and John were stuck in a 
damp, chilly prison cell all night. They must have wondered how they 
ended up there. After all, they were only doing what Jesus had told 
them to do. And so many people were starting to believe in Jesus! 
This was not the time for them to be in jail. 
 
The next morning, a group of religious leaders met together. Annas, 
the high priest, joined them, along with other members of his family. 
They ordered that Peter and John be brought before them. Annas 
asked the two men what power they used to heal the man. And 
through whose name?  
Peter and John exchanged glances, and Peter took a deep breath. He 
knew his answer wouldn’t be popular, but he was ready to deal with 
the consequences.  
 
“Listen to the incredible speech he made to respond to Annas. (Open 
your Bible and read Acts 4:8-12.)  

‘Rulers and elders of the people! Are you asking us 
to explain our actions today? Do you want to know 
why we were kind to a man who couldn’t walk? Are 
you asking how he was healed? Then listen to this, 
you and all the people of Israel! You nailed Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth to the cross. But God raised him 
from the dead. It is through Jesus’ name that this 
man stands healed in front of you. Scripture says 
that Jesus is “ ‘the stone you builders did not 
accept. But it has become the most important 
stone of all.’ You can’t be saved by believing in 
anyone else. God has given people no other name 
under heaven that will save them ’(NIrV). (Close 

the Bible to show that you’re speaking now.) 
 
The religious leaders saw Peter and John’s determination. The 
leaders knew that Peter and John had been close followers of Jesus. 
The leaders also couldn’t deny that the man had been healed. They 
weren’t sure what to do, so they sent Peter and John away so they 
could talk. 
  
As soon as Peter and John were led away, Annas and the other 
leaders made a plan. Since they couldn’t deny what Peter and John 
had done, the only thing they could do was get the men to stop 
talking about it. So they called Peter and John back in to stand before 
them again. They told Peter and John they must never again speak 
or teach in Jesus’ name. Never. 
 
Well, you can imagine how well that went over with Peter and John. 
Listen to their response to the religious leaders’ demands. (Open 
your Bible and read Acts 4:19-20) ‘But Peter and John replied, 
“Which is right from God’s point of view? Should we listen to you? Or 
should we listen to God? You be the judges! There’s nothing else we 
can do. We have to speak about the things we’ve seen and heard” 
(NIrV). 
 
The religious leaders couldn’t figure out how to punish Peter and 
John, so at last they let them go. Peter and John never stopped 
teaching in Jesus’ name. And God gave them the power to continue 
the amazing work He’d given them, no matter what difficulties they 
faced. Talk about determination, right?! Peter and John knew they 
were risking a LOT to finish what they had started. But they believed 
it was worth it. They knew that Jesus was God’s Son and that His 
Story had to be shared all over the world so that people could follow 
Jesus. So they kept going. And you know what, when we face 
something difficult, we can keep going too!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Keep Going! (memory verse activity) 
What You Need: No Supplies  
 
What You Do: 

 Help your few look up Galatians 6:9 and read it out loud 
together a few times. 

 Tell kids they’re going to do a physical exercise as you say 
the verse out loud.  

 Show them how to get into push-up position. (Use your 
knees; don’t do the full push-up position.) 

 As you read/say the verse, kids can either hold the push-up 
position or do a couple actual push-ups.  

 Do this two or three times, and then change it up: instruct 
kids to do the push-up position for the first sentence of the 
verse, and then when you say “gather a crop” (or your 
translation’s equivalent), instruct kids to act like they’re 
picking vegetables out of a garden. 

 As they do their push-ups, encourage them to [Bottom 
Line] keep going even when it gets hard. 

 
What You Say: 
“Does anyone know what ‘gather a crop’ means? (Pause for 
responses.) It means to pick the vegetables or fruits that you 
planted! This verse tells us that when we keep doing what we 
should do, even when it gets hard, good things will happen! What 
good thing could happen if you keep practicing tying your shoes? 
(Pause for responses.) Right! You’ll learn how to tie your shoes! 
What about if we keep practicing this memory verse, even when we 
can’t seem to get all the words right? We’ll end up learning the 
whole verse! That’s why we should [Bottom Line] keep going 
even when it gets hard.” 

 

RETURN:  
 
Return to the Life Group and have the kids share their Bible 
Verses or Craft Activity. The children then join in the prayer 
and fellowship time. Or, you could watch one of the many, 
many awesome kids’ videos available to you on 
www.rightnowmedia.org – it’s free! 
 

Memory Verse Maze  
What You Need: One maze per kid, pencils, Bibles 
 
What You Do: 

 Hand out the puzzles and pencils and encourage kids to 
follow the verse through the maze. Be sure you have 
several Bibles for reference.  

 Encourage them to say the verse out loud together as they 
trace the maze. 

 If you have mostly younger kids, do the activity all together, 
guiding them to use the verse to find their way through the 
maze.  

 
What You Say: 
“It took determination to make your way through this maze. There 
were a few twists and turns that were confusing, but I’m proud that 
you chose to [Bottom Line] keep going even when it gets hard. 
Sometimes we have to make hard choices. For example, whether 
to keep being kind to the new kid at school even though others are 
mean, or whether to forgive our sister again even though she 
knocked down our LEGO® construction for the third time this week. 
This maze had some hard choices, but by remembering to follow 
our verse, you could make the right choice. When you remember to 
follow our verse in every day life, and to not get tired of doing good, 
you’ll make wise choices and [Bottom Line] keep going even 
when it gets hard.” 
 
 

 

http://www.rightnowmedia.org/


 
 
 
 
 


