
Kid’s Slot –11/5-11/11 
 

A Psalm of Thanksgiving 
 

OVERVIEW: Keep Psalm and be Thankful (A Psalm of Thanksgiving) 
• Celebrate what God has done. 
 

PREPARATION:   Paper & Crayons or Markers, Pennies & Quarters 
 
BIBLE STORY & VERSE:  Psalm 100:1-5 
 
ICEBREAKER:  

 Ask: Would you rather sing, dance, or give a speech/talk in 
front of a big group of strangers? Why? 

 
READ: A Psalm of Thanksgiving 
 
LIFE APPLICATION:  

 What are other words—synonyms—like the word “worship?” 

 How about “praise the Lord?” How could you say that 
differently that would make sense to a younger child? 

 Do these words mean different things over time, or do they 
stay the same? Explain why you think. 

 What’s your favorite way or place to celebrate and worship 
God? 

 What happens to us when we can’t find or see things to be 
grateful for in our lives? 

 Would you rather be around someone who is thankful and glad 
or someone who doesn’t think there’s a lot to be thankful for? 
Why? What are they like? How does that make you feel? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
·   
 

 
 
Hi Everyone! I’m so grateful to be able to share something from 
God’s Word with you today—it’s one of my favorite things to do, and I 
feel so thankful to get the opportunity to share God’s Word with you!  
 
Open the Bible to Psalm 100:1-5. 
 
Now, in the Bible, there are lots of books. Some chronicle the life of 
Jesus, some are letters that a man named Paul wrote to different 
churches, and some are exciting visions of the past and the future. 
One particular book is full of songs and prayers—it’s called Psalms. A 
psalmist is basically a singer and a songwriter, and the Book of 
Psalms is like a “greatest hits” of a few songwriters in particular. King 
David, who sang and wrote songs and played instruments and 
praised practically 24/7, is a major contributor to the Book of Psalms. 
Most of the songs and prayers are his. We’re taking a look at the first 
five verses in one psalm today—Psalm 100:1-5.  
 
Psalm 100 starts out by saying, “Shout for joy to the Lord, everyone 
on earth. Worship the Lord with gladness. Come to him with songs of 
joy (NIrV).” 
 
If you’re watching your favorite sports team totally whoop the other 
team, if you’re on a rollercoaster and it’s just over the climb and 
starting to tip over the edge, or if [famous singer your kids would 
know] walked in here and started singing, my guess is in all of those 
instances you’d shout for joy, right? What about if you finally get the 
PS4™ you’ve been wanting for your birthday? Probably a shout or 
two of joy, right? Not everyone loves ALL of these things, but at some 
point I’m guessing there was something that has happened to you, or 
a gift that you’ve gotten, or something that you’ve seen, that made 
you shout for joy with gladness!  
 
There are lots of things we can celebrate all the time—birthdays, a 
new puppy, an ‘A’ on a test—but there are also things—God things—
that EVERYONE can be thankful for. 
 
Here’s the first universal thing that EVERYONE can give a hoot and a 
holler about: creation. God created us. Not only that, He made us in 
His image—we’re built with the same curiosity and creativity that He 
has! Think about how many animals there are in this world. Insects 
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Spiritual Gifts for the Soul (Gifts of the Spirit) 
 

 
Foretweeting (God promises a Savior) 

 

Leader Reminders:  
Children are a valuable part of the life group! The children 
should participate in group worship. At the end of the group 
have them return to the Life Group and share their Bible 
Verses or Craft Activity. The children then join in the prayer 
and fellowship time.  
 
Your group can also watch one of the many, many awesome 
kids’ videos available to you on www.rightnowmedia.org – it’s 
free! 
 

http://www.rightnowmedia.org/


alone outnumber people about a trillion to one! God created all of it, 
along with the waves, the trees, the planets, the stars, the universe, 
and out of ALL of that creating, He made us special to be like Him. He 
molded you and me to think and sing and create and praise and build 
and love in His image! 
 
Okay, here’s where I need your help. We can be thankful and grateful 
to God for His creation and for creating us! When I say, ‘Go,’ start 
acting like animals, trees, plants, or anything that God created in the 
Garden of Eden. And just a hint: It’s pretty much any living thing you 
can think of. Ready? Go! 
 
Amazing job! We can be thankful and grateful for God’s creation: 
animals, plants, sky, water, land, universe, and US! That’s something 
that everyone can sing joyful songs to the Lord about!” 
 
Let’s keep reading in Psalm 100. The next part, starting with verse 3, 
says: Know that the Lord is God. He made us, and we belong to him. 
We are his people. We are the sheep belonging to his flock (NIrV). 
The Bible makes that comparison a lot with God or Jesus being a 
shepherd, and His people—US—being His sheep. Now, maybe you 
aren’t aware of what exactly shepherds do, but it’s pretty cool to think 
of Jesus doing those same things for us! There are three main things 
that shepherds do for their flock of sheep. They keep them fed, they 
keep them safe, and they keep them healthy. 
 
A shepherd’s main job is the safety and welfare of the flock. He’ll bring 
the sheep to areas where there is great food to eat, he’ll keep a 
watchful eye out for plants that are poisonous, and the shepherd will 
even travel everywhere the flock goes, watching all the time. Isn’t that 
just like God? He provides us with His Word, kind of like great food to 
eat for our spirits. He warns us about sin, which are things that can 
poison us. And He travels with us all the time. God’s never not there! 
 
And not only that, God keeps us safe. Shepherds will do anything to 
keep their sheep safe. They guard the sheep day and night, always 
keeping a watchful eye. And that’s just like God, too! The enemy is 
constantly looking for ways to steal, kill, and destroy our joy, our 
peace, and our lives. But God and His angels always watch out for us, 
protect us, even keep us from dangers we can’t even see or know are 
there! God also keeps us healthy. He gives us knowledge of right and 

wrong, helps us make great choices, and steers us away from things 
that aren’t good for us, just like a shepherd!  
 
After God created us, He didn’t just leave us alone to fend for 
ourselves. No, we are His sheep. And just like the shepherd doesn’t 
leave his flock alone to hopefully survive and find their own food, God 
isn’t leaving us alone either! God loves us and wants to have a 
relationship with us. He didn’t just call it a day after the seventh day. 
He continues to love His creation. His watchful eye and loving care 
never end! What a cool thing to be grateful and thankful for! 
 
We are his people. We are the sheep belonging to his flock (Psalm 
100:3 NIrV). When I say, ‘Go,’ some of you start acting like sheep, 
and one of you start acting like the shepherd. You decide who is who! 
Ready? Go! 
 
We can be thankful and grateful for God taking care of us and loving 
us even after He created us! That’s something that everyone can sing 
joyful songs to the Lord about!” 
 
The last bit in Psalm 100 says this: Give thanks as you enter the 
gates of his temple. Give praise as you enter its courtyards. Give 
thanks to him and praise his name. The Lord is good. His faithful love 
continues forever. It will last for all time to come (Psalm 100:4-5 
NIrV). This is where things get really cool. God is good, and maybe 
you’ve heard people respond with ‘all the time.’ It’s totally true. 
There’s never a time when God ISN’T good. When the psalm talks 
about His faithful love lasting forever, it’s not just a saying. It’s 
forever. God’s love never ends. 
 
One huge reason for that love continuing forever is Jesus—not just 
Him as a man, but what He did for us on the cross. There is no 
greater love than to give up your life for your friend, and Jesus did it 
for EVERYONE. He laid down His life not just for one or five or twelve 
or a hundred. He did it for everyone who ever had lived and ever 
WILL live. Jesus took it one step beyond what a normal shepherd 
could do, and He saved His sheep from being without Him ever 
again.  
 
If you don’t know Jesus as your Savior, it might be a great time to 
think about it. Being a Christian is not something spooky, it’s not 
something fake, and Jesus isn’t an imaginary friend who some old 



guys wrote about in an old book. It’s all real. These things we talk 
about every week really happened. Jesus was a real guy sent from a 
real God who died to show real love a real lot. It’s something worth 
praising God about! And I can tell you what Jesus means to me. 
 
If time allows, talk briefly about your own salvation story, how Jesus 
impacted your life, and what Jesus means to you personally.  

 
Like I said at the beginning, there are a ton of things in your lives that 
you can celebrate—a great gift, a winning shot, a high test score—but 
there are God things that everyone, no matter who you are, can be 
grateful and thankful for. God’s creation, His constant love and care, 
and Jesus saving us are all awesome things to give a shout for!  
 
[Bottom Line] “Celebrate what God has done. Can we say that all 
together as a group? [Bottom Line] “Celebrate what God has 
done.”  
 
I’ll bet that every one of us can think of something God has done—
creation, Jesus, or something else—that qualifies as something 
praiseworthy and shout-worthy! I can think of more than just a few, so 
let’s pray together and thank Him for what He’s done! 
 
Pray 
“Lord, You’re amazing. You created this world we live in. You’ve given 
us the air that we breathe, the food we eat, and the knowledge to help 
us be more like You. We thank You and praise You for keeping us 
safe, for showing us the difference between right and wrong, and for 
forgiving our sins when we mess up. You are our Good Shepherd, 
Lord, and we thank You for loving us and not leaving us alone. We 
love You and we ask these things in Jesus’ name, amen.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Take a Snapshot 
 
What You Need: Paper, pencils/pens,  
 
What You Do: 

 Pass out the lined paper or lined index cards and 
pencils/pens. Everyone can start with one of each. 

 Place the extras where everyone can reach them or be 
ready to hand out more if needed. 

 Challenge kids to think of all the things they are grateful for 
in their lives.  

 Tell them that their goal is to write or draw as many of those 
things as they can in 3 minutes. 

 Tell them to go back and count how many things they came 
up with during the three minutes of writing time.  

 Ask them to write that number at the top of their pages 

 Give them a chance to brag by asking everyone to stand up 
if they wrote down 20 things—call out other numbers and 
students should start sitting down until you have one person 
left—the person who wrote down the most things. 

 Follow up by asking the group if they think they could come 
up with more things if you gave them more time. 

 Dare them to circle something they are thankful for that they 
don’t think anyone else thought of. Go around the group, 
letting students share that one thing. 

 Finish up by asking them to raise their hand if they found 
this activity hard. 

o Ask, “Why?”  
o Then ask who found this activity easy; ask, “Why?” 

 
Wrap Up and Say:  
Imagine if we tried to add up all the things you guys wrote down. 
That would be a lot of things we are thankful for. And there are lots 
more we could add. But we get so busy and we take a lot of things 
for granted that we don’t stop to be thankful. Today we are going to 
pause and celebrate what God has done in our lives and the world 
around us. Another Psalm, chapter 103, verse 2 says, “I will praise 
the Lord. I won’t forget anything he has done for me.” 
 
 

 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Get Your Head in the Game  
 
What You Need: Scraps of paper, pen/thin  
 
What You Do: 

 Write one name of a musical or appropriate song the kids 
will know on each scrap of paper; these will be the charades 
clues.  

o You can pick and choose what you think is best and 
most appropriate for your group.  

 Fold the slips of paper in half and put them in the container. 

 Divide everyone into 2 teams. 

 Explain that you’re going to play Reverse Charades.  
o Instead of one person giving clues that the entire 

team has to guess, one person will do the guessing 
while his whole team gives him or her clues. 

o Each team’s representative in front will have one 
minute to guess what’s written on the piece of paper. 

o Tell the first team to send up a player to guess.  
o Pass one of the slips of paper to the rest of the team 

to read (without talking) and have them pass it 
around.  

o Once they’ve all seen it, say, “Go,” and start the 
timer.  

o If they guess the clue before time is out, stop the 
timer. It’s now the other team’s turn.  

o If a team doesn’t guess the clue correctly within a 
minute, they don’t score a point that round and it’s 
the other team’s turn to guess, using the same clue. 
(This ups the ante, since the other team will have 
been watching the first round of clues and will have a 
bit of a leg up.) 

 Remind them that there’s no talking. They can use fingers 
to show the number of words in the title. 

 See which team scored the most points (guessed the most 
correctly) and give them a victory lap showing off their 
craziest dance moves around your space. 

 
Wrap Up and Say:  
“Musicals have a way of moving people—to laughter and to tears. 
People have been singing and dancing for a very long time to 
express themselves and show how they’re feeling.  These are some 
of the most active ways we can worship God, too.” 
 

 


