
Pursuing Eternity 
  

 Scripture 

Matthew 19:21 

ICEBREAKER/OPENER:  

Come up with a phrase that has the same number of words as the number of 

students in your life group. For example, if you have 5 youth (not including 

yourself) you could have a phrase like “Giant bunnies jump far freely”. Do not tell 

your life group the phrase. Give each student a paper. Whisper a different word 

from the phrase to each student. Now, instruct them to try to draw something that 

represents the word. Once all of the students are done, have them try to figure out 

the phrase based off of all of their drawings.  

 

Read Matthew 19:16-17 

Discussion Questions: 

1. What comes to mind when you think of the word "good"? 

2. What was this young man seeking? (Assurance of Eternal Life.) 

3. Why did the man ask Jesus "what is good?" (Because he wanted to be seen as 

great in God's Kingdom and also seen as a good man for following all the 

commandments while being rich.) 

 

Check out this statistic. About 90% of Americans say they believe in Heaven, 

while only about 30% believe Hell is a real place. Out of those 30%, not one of 

those people believed they were going to Hell. So, good people must go to Heaven, 

right? Consider these questions.  

 

General Discussion: 

• What "good" things have you done that make you seem like a good person? 

• Do you ever seek assurance of anything? Why? 

• Have you ever felt like you were a good enough Christian? Why? 

 

 



Read Matthew 19:21-22 

 

Discussion Questions: 

1. Why is Jesus telling this man to sell everything he has? (Money and possessions 

are his idols. To get close to God and let Him be Lord means to have no idols and 

let God have control.)  

2. What did Jesus mean when He said, "sell all you have and you will be perfect"? 

(Jesus was explaining how to be justified and made whole or complete in God's 

eyes.) 

3. Why did this young man leave sad? (He couldn't let go of his idols--they held 

him back from God's great rewards.) 

 

General Discussion: 

• Is there anything that you need to change or let go? What? 

• What keeps you from getting rid of your idols? 

• Do you feel like you are fine just the way you are? 

 

 Read Matthew 19:26 

 

Discussion Questions: 

1. Does it sometimes feel like God is calling you to be perfect? When? 

2. What is "impossible" according to this verse? (That man can do anything to save 

himself.)  

3. What does Jesus promise in verse 26? (That God has everything under control 

and wants imperfect people to seek a perfect God. The promise is eternal life.) 

 

Read Matthew 19:27-30 

 

Discussion Questions: 



1. Would it be hard to live without being rewarded for all the good things you did 

in your life? Why or why not? 

2. What is the reward promised in these verses? (The assurance that whoever gives 

up everything for Christ's sake is repaid many times over in this life and in 

eternity.)  

3. Why should we get rid of any idols in our lives right now? (The longer one is 

worshipping an idol, the harder it is to turn away from it.)  

 

What I want you to do now is consider what you can take away from this 

lesson and apply to your own life. 

 

YOU MAY WANT TO HAVE SOME PAPER SHEETS AND PENS READY! 

IT’S ABOUT TO GET REAL.  
 

  

Personal Challenges: 

In today's lesson we learned that being good and nice is not good and nice enough. 

Salvation comes only through Jesus. He is the only one who can save and forgive 

us. So, with that in mind, here are a few personal challenges.  

 

 

Challenge 1: List two or three "idols" in your life that keep you from growing into 

spiritual maturity. 

 

1. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

2. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 



3. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Challenge 2: Pray for three people who do not know Jesus as Savior, and ask for 

opportunities to share your faith with them. 

 

1. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

2. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Challenge 3: Invite three people to be your guest next week through facebook, 

instagram, twitter, calling, or in person. 

 

1. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

2. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

CLOSING PRAYER!! 


