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The Parable of the Rich Man 
 

OVERVIEW: The Money Pit (The Parable of the Rich Man) • Don’t 
miss your chance to give. 
 
 

PREPARATION:   Toilet paper, Bible   
 
BIBLE STORY & VERSE:  Luke 12:13-21 
 
ICEBREAKER:  

 Ask: What do you want for Christmas?  
 
READ: The Parable of the Rich Man 
 
LIFE APPLICATION:  

 In the Parable of the Rich Man, Jesus said, “Watch out! Be on 
your guard against wanting to have more and more things. Life 
is not made up of how much a person has.” (Luke 12:15 NIrV)  

o How do we “watch out” when it comes to money and 
possessions? 

 Is it wrong to have a lot of stuff? Why or why not?  

 Why is it important to give to others?  

 What are some reasons why we might miss our chance to 
give? 

 Name some dangers that come with having a lot of money, 
possessions, or success. 

 Name some benefits that come with being generous—not just 
at Christmas but all the time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Hey, everyone! Hope you are having an amazing December! I love 
this time of year when we get to celebrate God’s generosity with us 
when He sent Jesus to save us. 
 
While Jesus was on earth, He went around from place to place 
teaching people about God. Some people would listen and decide to 
follow Him. Others listened and decided Jesus’ teachings were too 
difficult to understand or put into practice. As Jesus interacted with 
people, He lived a life of generosity as He served the people who 
followed Him. 
 
On top of life of generosity, Jesus taught others how they can live 
more generously as well, like this one moment recorded for us in the 
Book of Luke. You can read it for yourself in Luke, chapter 12. For 
now, though, let’s check it out together.” 
 
“Jesus was teaching to a large crowd when someone called out: Tell 
my brother to divide the family property with me (Luke 12:13 NIrV).” 
 
The man didn’t raise his hand or even ask Jesus a question. He just 
called out from the crowd and demanded Jesus tell his brother to 
share with him. He most likely wasn’t even interested in what Jesus 
had to say; he just wanted Jesus to do something for him. It seems 
that he wasn’t there for anybody but himself and what he wanted, and 
what the man wanted was more stuff. 
 
Think about this for a second. This sounds like us, too, sometimes. 
We ask for more and more and MORE! And during this season, we 
make Christmas lists that go on for pages and pages when we 
already have drawers or closets full of stuff. 
 
But this man didn’t trick Jesus with this question. Jesus knew the 
man’s heart and decided to tell a parable to help this man figure out a 
few things. Like Jesus did from time to time, He taught this lesson in 
the form of a parable. A parable is a story used to teach a spiritual 
lesson. Even though Jesus taught this lesson a long time ago, we can 
learn from it today.  
 

The main character in Jesus’ parable is a rich man. Jesus said that 
the rich man owned a lot of farmland where he grew grain. One 
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Leader Reminders:  
Children are a valuable part of the life group! The children 
should participate in group worship. At the end of the group 
have them return to the Life Group and share their Bible 
Verses or Craft Activity. The children then join in the prayer 
and fellowship time.  
 
Your group can also watch one of the many, many awesome 
kids’ videos available to you on www.rightnowmedia.org – it’s 
free! 
 

http://www.rightnowmedia.org/


year, God blessed him with an abundance of grain—maybe the 
most this man had ever grown in a single harvest. We don’t 
have an abundance of grain with us today, but these boxes will 
work. These can represent all of the grain that God gave the 
man. 
 
Throughout the year, the weather must have been perfect with 
just enough rain and just enough sun. Not too cold or too hot, 
but just right. By harvest time, the land produced a very large 
crop. When the servants reported about the crop, the rich man 
was overjoyed. They collected more grain than he needed for 
the whole year. He didn’t know what to do with it all. He didn’t 
even have enough space to store it all. You’d think the rich man 
would want to share, but that was the last thought in his mind. 
You see, this rich man was greedy and selfish. All he wanted 
was more and more for himself. 
 
Instead of being generous, the rich man—who already had 
plenty for himself—decided he would keep all the grain. He told 
his servants to tear down all his barns and build even bigger 
barns that were large enough to store ALL of the grain. 
 

 

With his new barns full of grain, the rich man thought he’d have 
enough for years to come. He thought he could retire early and 
wouldn’t have to work anymore. He could take life easy and 
have a good time living off the grain he stored away. 
 

When God saw the selfish actions of the man, God called him a 
fool. God said that very night the rich man would lose his life, 
and all he stored up for himself would be pointless.” 
 
After telling the parable, Jesus told the crowd that it would be the 
same for anyone who isn’t generous and who hoarded up things for 
themselves and missed their chance to give. He warned the crowd 
against wanting more and more things. He reminded them that life 
isn’t about the amount of stuff a person has, but what they do with 
what they have. 
 

Jesus explained that this man was foolish and missed the point of 
why he had all of the grain in the first place. He could have used all of 
that grain to help others. Sure, he may not have as much for himself, 
but he would have richer relationships with other people and a richer 
relationship with God.  
 
The rich man in the parable missed his chance to give and decided to 
keep everything for himself. Because of his choice, he faced a pretty 
severe consequence and lost everything—even his life! Let’s take a 
look at today’s Bottom Line. 
 
[Bottom Line] “Don't miss your chance to give. Remember, Jesus 
told this story to someone who spoke out while Jesus was teaching. 
The person just wanted more stuff. We’re not told how the man 
responded to Jesus’ story, but we can think about how we can 
respond. When God gives us something, we don’t have to be selfish 
and keep it all for ourselves. We can show generosity and give some 
away. Let’s not miss a chance to give. Instead, let’s be generous and 
look for ways to give and share with others. Let’s pray and ask God 
for help with this.” 
 
 
Pray: “God, thank You for being a generous God who gives us 
amazing gifts. This week, help us to see how we can be generous 
with those gifts. We don’t want to miss our chance to give. Help us to 
be rich in Your eyes and give generously, as You have given to us. 
We love You, and we ask these things in Jesus’ name, amen.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Verses to Take with You 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following 
guidelines and working as a group 

 
What You Need: Bibles 
 
What You Do: 

 Tell the students that after Jesus told the parable, He went 
on to teach more about money and the things we treasure.  

 Invite someone to read aloud the verses that follow today’s 
Bible story: Luke 12:33-34.  

 Form teams of three or more then challenge the students 
to put Luke 12:34 to the tune of “Jingle Bells” (or another 
Christmas song of their choice) then sing their songs for one 
another. 

 When students have sung their songs, Ask: 
o How can you know if your treasure is in heaven or on 

earth? 
o How can a person your age follow this verse? 
o Do you know anyone who follows this verse well? 

What do they do to live it out? 
o Have you ever missed a chance to give? (Encourage 

a couple students to share stories if they feel 
comfortable.) 

 

 

 

Take a Snapshot 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build 
on their understanding  

 
What You Need: Toilet paper 
 
What You Do: 

 Pass the toilet paper around and let each student choose a 
length to pull off, within reason. 

 Next, ask them to count the sections. 

 Tell them that each section is worth $100 dollars.  

 Let them tally up how “rich” they are and then take turns 
sharing what they would do with their “money.”  

 Ask: 
o Define what you think it means to be wealthy.  
o Do you think it’s possible for someone to be too rich? 

If yes, when would that be true? If no, why not? 
 

 


