
Kid’s Slot – 1/14 – 1/20 
 

 “God’s Free Gift”  
 

OVERVIEW: Children will learn about God’s spiritual blessing 
and the free gift of salvation through Jesus. 
 

PREPARATION: You will need a small box that is gift wrapped 
with a special treat inside – a candy bar or some stickers or a 
small toy. (You can put a one dollar bill in the box, if that is 
easier.) You will also need a treat/piece of candy/cookie for each 
child, some praise music on your phone and your Bible. 
 

BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Ephesians 1:3-8 
 

ICEBREAKER: Ask the children to share about their most 
favorite gift that they received for Christmas! 
 

ACTIVITY:  Have the children sit in a circle.  
  

Say:  We’re going to play a game called “Musical Gift.”  I’m 
going to play some music on my phone and you’re going to 
pass around this gift.  When the music stops, whoever has 
the gift will get to keep it.  Ready?  Begin to play the music.  
Because every child wants to have the gift for themselves, it 
may take a little time for them to start passing the gift around 
smoothly.  After a few minutes, stop the music.  After checking to 
see who has the gift— 
 

Say:  Congratulations, the gift is yours.  Now, open it up.  All 
the children will be eagerly awaiting the opening of the gift.  
[Some children might start to grumble that the game wasn’t “fair” because 
they didn’t get a gift.]  
 

 

Say: - to the winning child: Can you pass your gift around so 
everyone will get a chance to see it.  
  

Then ask the children: 

 Did ______________ (the winning child) have to be good 
enough to earn this gift? (No, it was a free gift) 

 How would you feel if you walked into your bedroom 
and sitting on your bed was huge gift, wrapped up in 
bright paper?  

 It’s just a regular day – not your birthday and not 
Christmas or any other special day. Would you be 
happy? Would you want to know what was in it? Would 
you want to know who gave you the gift? 

 

Say:  Just like that special gift our friend just received, 
listen to what the Bible has to say in Ephesians 1:4-5 about 
how God feels about us: 
 

“God has blessed us with every spiritual blessing…God chose 
us to belong to Christ before the world was created. He chose 
us to be holy and without blame in his eyes. He loved us. So he 
decided long ago to adopt us. He adopted us as his children 
with all the rights children have. He did it because of what 
Jesus Christ has done. It pleased God to do it.”  
 

Ask:   

 Who chose us to belong to Christ, before the world was 
created?  (God did) 

 What does it mean to be a child of God? (Let the children 
answer what they think it means) 

 Why did God chose us to be holy and without blame in 
his eyes? (Because he loves us) 

 Say:  God loves us so much that He gave us the gift of 
Jesus, even though we don’t deserve it.  All we have to 
do is reach out and accept the gift of Jesus—just like 
[say the name of the winning child] did when the gift was 
in his/her hands when the music stopped.  He/she 
reached out, accepted the gift.  

 Say: But God’s gift isn’t just for the lucky person who 
won the game…it’s for everyone who believes and 
trusts in Jesus. By the way, I have a treat for each of 
you in a few minutes…but isn’t God amazing. He GAVE 
us the best gift ever – the gift of eternal life with Jesus – 
for those who reach out and accept his free gift. 

  Have you accepted the gift of Jesus? Have you asked 
him to come into your life and make Him the Boss of 



your life? He’s waiting for you to reach out and accept 
the free gift of Jesus. 
 

Say:  At Christmas time, we get a lot of gifts, and they are 
fun to receive and give to others. But sometimes we forget 
about the “free gift” that God has given us—His son Jesus.  
Yes, Jesus was born on Christmas as our gift from God but 
He didn’t stay a little baby in the manger.  You see, when 
Jesus became an adult, He showed His love for us by dying 
on the cross for all our sins. That’s the free gift of salvation 
through Jesus. Is there somebody in our group that would 
like to ask Jesus in their hearts and receive the free gift of 
salvation?  Pause while the children have a chance to respond.  
Pray with any child who raised their hand.  
  

Here’s what you need to do: 

 Admit that you sin 

 Believe that Jesus is God’s son and died on the cross 
for your sins 

 Come ask Jesus into your heart to be the boss of your 
life 

 

Pray:  
 

Dear God, thank you for loving me so much that you 
gave us the gift of Jesus. Even though I don’t deserve 
this free gift, you love me enough to give it to me 
freely. Thank you for giving me every spiritual blessing. 
Help me make wise choices and follow you always. I 
pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

Say: Now, here’s that special treat I promised you! 
(Share the treats) 
 

Do you realize just how much God loves you? He 
thinks you’re pretty special – so special, that for those 
who have asked Jesus to be the boss of their lives, he 
calls you his “children.” Wow – that’s amazing isn’t it? 
I’m part of God’s family so I am God’s child. Double 
wow!  
 

 
 
 
 

 

RETURN TO THE Life Group:  Return to the Life Group and 
have the children share their Bible Memory verse. Let the 
children show the adults their art projects.  Explain to the adults 
how special God’s love is toward us.  Have the children join in 
prayer and fellowship time. 

 
 

 Here are some ideas to connect with the 
children if you have extra time left before the adult Life Group is 
ready for the children to return: 
 

Happy-Clappy: Supplies needed – NONE 
Choose a small object and one of the children to be the 
“follower” and leave the room. Hide the object in the room and 
ask the “follower” to return. The rest of the children will be the 
“leaders.” As the “follower” searches in the room for the object, 
the “leaders” will clap their hands faster, as the “follower” gets 
closer to the hidden object and clap slower as the “follower” 
gets farther away from the object. Once the object is found, 
choose another child to be the “follower.” Remind the children 
as they hear and follow God’s voice in their own lives, God is 
happy, too! 
 

ABC of Praise: Supplies needed - NONE 
Starting with the letter A; have the children go around the room 
and share something about God that begins with their letter 
they’ve been assigned: Examples 
A = God is Amazing; B = God is beautiful; C = God is caring… 
If the children get stuck (or if you have younger children in your 
group, you can give them hints or they can “call a friend” to help 
him or her.) NOTE: the children don’t need to repeat each letter 
in turn, but simply continue through the alphabet until everyone 
has had a turn. Remind the children that you can never praise 
God enough! 

BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “God chose us to belong to 
Christ before the world was created.” Ephesians 1:4 

 


