CHOICES

Make the _____ Choice That Makes the Difference

RIGHT VALUES LEAD TO RIGHT CHOICES
Hebrews 11:23-27, Exodus 2:11-22

God has great purposes and plans for our lives (Jeremiah 29:11), but His
plans for us are impacted by our decisions (Deuteronomy 30:15-16).

We need to know that: 1) Choices always lead to consequences (Galatians
6:7), 2) “Fleshly choices” are almost always bad choices (Romans 6:12-14),
and 3) “Faith choices” are almost always right choices (Romans 1:17).
“One’s philosophy in life is not best expressed in words. It is expressed in the
choices one makes. In the long run, we shape our lives and we shape ourselves
by our choices.” - Eleanor Roosevelt

The choices of our lives are primarily guided by our beliefs, values and
relationships, and we’ve all made good and bad choices.

Moses was a great man who made some of the “best” and “worst” choices
ever made (Exodus 2:11-22, Hebrews 11:24-27).

What can we learn from the life of Moses that will help us have the right
values so we can make better choices in the future?

Making Better Choices Requires:

COMMITTING OURSELVES TO GODLY LIVING

“It was by faith that Moses, when he grew up, refused to be called the son of

Pharaoh’s daughter. He chose to share the oppression of God’s people instead

of enjoying the fleeting pleasures of sin.” (Hebrews 11:24-25)

Many people go through identity crises, not knowing who they are or how

to live because of what others tell them about themselves.

It is the natural tendency of every person to pursue the “path of least

resistance,” but the right way is seldom the easiest way of doing anything.
o “There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death.”

(Proverbs 14:12)



We don’t make good decisions when our decision-making is guided by
ungodly desires, because they bring fleeting pleasure and much pain.
We can only conquer ungodly desires when We Love And Want The Lord
More Than We Love Ourselves And Want The World.

o “Do not love this world nor the things it offers you, for when you love the
world, you do not have the love of the Father in you. For the world offers
only a craving for physical pleasure, a craving for everything we see, and
pride in our achievements and possessions. . .. And this world is fading
away, along with everything that people crave. But anyone who does what
pleases God will live forever.” (1 John 2:15-17)

We can only conquer ungodly desires when We Are Led By God'’s Spirit.

o “Live according to your new life in the Holy Spirit. Then you won’t be doing
what your sinful nature craves.” (Galatians 5:16)

Our faith in God ultimately is what gives us the ability to make correct
rather than convenient or compromising choices (Hebrews 11:24).
o “Itis through faith that a righteous person has life.” (Romans 1:17)

Making Better Choices Requires:
CONTROLLING OUR UNGODLY EMOTIONS

“Many years later, when Moses had grown up, he went out to visit his own
people, the Hebrews, and he saw how hard they were forced to work. During his
visit, he saw an Egyptian beating one of his fellow Hebrews. After looking in all
directions to make sure no one was watching, Moses killed the Egyptian and hid
the body in the sand.” (Exodus 2:11-12)

Even the best people struggle with ungodly or negative emotions at times.
To make good choices we must learn to overcome Frustration and Anger.

o Frustration and Anger can ruin friendships, marriages and other
relationships, and harm us physically, emotionally and spiritually.

o “Getrid of all bitterness, rage, anger, harsh words, and slander, as well as
all types of evil behavior. Instead, be kind to each other, tenderhearted,
forgiving one another, just as God through Christ has forgiven you.”
(Ephesians 4:31-32)

o We overcome Anger and Frustration by: 1) confessing those
struggles (Proverbs 28:13), 2) contemplating why we’re angry or
frustrated (Proverbs 19:11), 3) controlling our anger or frustration
(Ephesians 4:26, 5:16) 4) commanding the Devil to leave us alone
(James 4:7) and 5) committing to becoming like Jesus in our attitude
and actions (Philippians 2:1-5).

To make good choices we must learn how to overcome Fear And Despair.



o “Moses. .. saw two Hebrew men fighting. ‘Why are you beating up your
friend?’ Moses said to the one who had started the fight. The man replied,
‘Who appointed you to be our prince and judge? Are you going to kill me
as you killed that Egyptian yesterday?’ Then Moses was afraid, thinking,
‘Everyone knows what | did.” And sure enough, Pharaoh heard what had
happened, and he tried to kill Moses. But Moses fled from Pharaoh and
went to live in the land of Midian.” (Exodus 2:13-15)

o The Lord wants us to obtain victory over our fears because: 1) fear
emotionally traumatizes us, 2) fear makes us vulnerable to the Devil’s
attack, 3) fear keeps us from living by God’s will and keeps us stuck
in our lives, and, 4) He wants us to live by faith rather than by fear.

o “For God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of power, love,
and self-discipline.” (2 Timothy 1:7)

o To overcome Fear we must: 1) access God’s power (Acts 1:8, 1 John
4:4), 2) believe in God’s love and commitment to us (1 John 4:18), 3)
cultivate self-control in our lives (Proverbs 25:28).

Making Better Choices Requires:
CONNECTING WITH GODLY PEOPLE

“When the girls returned to Reuel, their father, he asked, ‘Why are you back so
soon today?’ ‘An Egyptian rescued us from the shepherds,’ they answered. ‘And
then he drew water for us and watered our flocks.” “. . . Their father asked. ‘Why
did you leave him there? Invite him to come and eat with us.” Moses accepted
the invitation, and he settled there with him. In time, Reuel gave Moses his
daughter Zipporah to be his wife.” (Exodus 2:18-21)

The quality of our lives will be determined in large part by our relationships
- especially with family, friendships and Christian partnerships.

“The righteous should choose his friends carefully, for the way of the wicked
leads them astray.” (Proverbs 12:26 NKJV)

“l am a friend to anyone who fears You (O God), to anyone who obeys Your
commandments.” (Psalm 119:63)

“Associate with men of good quality if you esteem your own reputation. For it is
better to be alone than in bad company.” (George Washington)

“Bad company corrupts good character.” (1 Corinthians 15:33)

The best places to develop good and godly friendships are in Life Groups
or on Ministry Teams at Celebration Church.

Making Better Choices Requires:

CONTINUALLY FOCUSING ON ETERNITY



“He (Moses) thought it was better to suffer for the sake of Christ than to own the
treasures of Egypt, for he was looking ahead to his great reward.” (Hebrews
11:26)

The Bible teaches us that one day we will all stand before the Lord to be
judged about how we lived here on Planet Earth.

“We must all stand before Christ to be judged. We will each receive whatever we
deserve for the good or evil we have done in this earthly body.” (2 Corinthians
5:10)

When we think through our choices before we make them, realizing they
will have eternal consequences, we will make better choices.

The Lord to His Faithful Followers when they get to Heaven - “Well done, my
good and faithful servant. You have been faithful in handling this small amount,
so now | will give you many more responsibilities. Let’s celebrate together!”
(Matthew 25:21)

Who and what we are is more a result of the Choices we have made than
the Circumstances of our lives.

“It was by faith that Moses . . .” (Hebrews 11:24)

What is the Lord communicating to me through this message?



